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Introduction:

The purpose of our session was to

give you a otouro al
our center to give you an idea of

some of the projects we do, along

with how we consult with student

writers and function day to day.

UAEU has expanded to 4 Writing
Centers now.

This Is the main Writing Center on the
mendsS campus, but w
mendsS campuses.

We also have an extension at another
mends campus, anoth
mendos hostel s, and
Magam, t he womenoOsS C&¢&
our university students are female.



How we work:

We have more peer tutors than teachers that
work as writing cons
campus since there are fewer teachers on
this campus (less male students at UAEU).

The male students tend to prefer working with
the student tutors for several reasons:

*PTO6s are Dbilingual (f
Arabic).

*PTO0Os have been throug
succeeded. (Serve as excellent role models)

*Students tend to bond with certain peer tutors
and feel more comfortable asking them
guestions.

Still, our staff teachers are popular too!



Students can choose to work
with peer tutors or teachers (in
English or Arabic)




The Daily Routine:

We do not require appointments or |
registration. Students come in on a drop-in
basis.

Peers tutors come In at their scheduled
hours. The timings are made so that both a
peer tutor and a teacher are available at all
times during the day.

Students can choose to work with a
student tutor or a teacher. They can work
one-on-one or come in as a small group.

We try to limit sessions to 20 minutes.
They are welcome to come back the next
day.



Students sign in each time they
come In for statistics.

We record

Aheir level/course to see which students are coming in the
most/least.

Ao keep statistics for us and department to know how many
students come per day/week/month/semester and from year to
year across both campuses.
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The students enjoy the recognition, and using both
languages along with the photo gets other students to
actually read the poster and learn about the Writing Center
and how we can help them. They also win a small prize.



Our Staff

This Writing Center is staffed by teachers who are on the
Writing Center Committee. All teachers are required to do 4
hours per week committee work in addition to their
teaching hours, so some choose (or are designated to) this
committee.

It is important to have staff who are positive and want to
work here and enjoy working with students. It is a pleasure
to work here!

They work 2 hours a week (2 fifty -minute sessions) in the
center and two hours on their own, developing materials,
preparing and conducting workshops, training peer tutors,
or other individual projects.

We also have one full-time supervisor, who also sometimes
teaches at the womends camp
schedules.

Currently this semester, we have 9 teachers working at this
center, including the supervisor who covers the unstaffed
hours.

Our peer tutors, however, are paid staff and must apply for
the job and work as their class schedules permit.



How we recruit:

Teachers send us their top students who
are completely confident and able In
English, especially in writing.

We only accept students with extremely
hi gh GPAOS.

Experienced peer tutors can also
refer/recommend students they know to
come in and apply.

Tutors serve as trainees, observing
teachers and other tutors and practicing
before going on their own.

We have made our own Peer Tutor
Handbook as a guide for them, and there
are links to training videos on our
website. New tutors get ongoing
orientation from the supervisor, staff and
other experienced peer tutors.

Peer tutors are paid 30 AED/hour by the
university.



Sometimes there are students already
wailting for tutors and so tutors get
working straight away.

If the tutor has nobody to help, he is
required to work on something related
to the center.

This can be a number of things from
organizing the file cabinet to sorting
out the statistics for the week, or

calculating hours for peer tutor pay.

Tutors are also asked to come up with
their own ideas for workshops by
consulting with the other teachers.

They can also work on the newsletter
or the center blog.



ff UAEU Writing Center - Windows Internet Explorer

| http;//uaeuwritingcenters.blogspot.com/

ARG Tools v

Links

Meet Some of Our Teachers!
UAEU Website
Webmail

Academic Integration Network

Followers

Follow | or Sign in

Followers (2)

112

Jennie Murray and Stephen Price

Posted by XTR at 3:06 A

Blog Archive
¥ 2009 (4)
¥ March (3)

Meet Some of Our Teachers!

Meet Some of Our Peer Tutors!

Featured Post: Feeling Down?

» February (1)

» 2008 (1)

Article of the Day

/  Kayan “*Y

Neck
Rings
The Kayan
are a Tibeto-
Burman
ethnic group
known for their unusual
Posted by XTR at 2 nents & Eaditbpiofbhocy
ERRER e EIHIS modification, which
consists of coiling
lengths of brass around
women's necks. The

From Left to right (first row): Abbobacar, Ferdie, Cirous

From Left to right (Second row): Rahmi, Adam, Solieman

“ Internet | Protected Mode: Off




Virtual Writing Center

\ United Arab Emirates Univel
University General Requirements

| #/) UGRU Virtual Writing Centre

Students Yisit

Faculty /Staff | Community

Home UGRU Home » W

Welcome
Writing Centre
Announcements
Resources Welcome to our Writing Centre Home Page.
Tutors

: 2 Need help in English or Arabic \Writing?
Locations & times

Need to write a report? &n essay, or even a whole 50 page
is? Check out the links below to help you with your
Writing.

¢ Contact Us
>

Comments and Suggestions

Writing Resources Which Course are you in?

General Help With Your English .

Creative Writing .

Writing Across The Curriculum e Faculty & Skills
L ]

Levels 1,2 &3

More \Writing Resources Arabic Writing

Maintaining and updating the website takes
considerable time - not as userfriendly as the
blog, which can be maintained by the students.
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Anultilingual samples of student writing (each writes in

more than one language) (some teachers make them as
well)

Ayets other students to read

Anakes students feel more comfortable to come in and the
atmosphere less intimidating



Anot her new project 1 s O0OREe
the students reading to improve their writing. They can
read our newspapers, in English or Arabic, or anything
we have posted and then write their comments on
something they found interesting on the board.

Then students read ot her st
comment on those, kind of like a forum. The topics are

current and interesting, and it gets the students reading
and writing .



